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Saen. in the Mays and ſee; and 


III U. 16. 


45 


aft for the old Paths, where is the 
good Way; and walk therein : And 
ve ſhall 2 Reft for your Souls, " 


:- 


4 „ a 


HE crumbling of Chris Church in- 
to different Se&s and Parties, one 
railing againſt another, is, as tho” 
: Cbriſ was divided (a) ; or, as if God 
was the Author of Confufjon, not of Peace (b). 
And, from the many Changes made in the 
good. old Way, the Novelties, the Innovations, 
now crept into the Church, one wou'd almoſt 
be induc'd to think, that in Chrift is Yea, and 
Nay (c); not Fefus Chrift the ſame, Yeſterday, 
and To-day, and for ever (d). Or, it muſt” 
follow; that they, among the different Sets 
and Parties, who raſhly cenſure and condemn” 
thoſe of another Mode, or Manner of Wor- 
ſhip from themſelves; as alſo, they, who 


introduce new-broach'd Doctrines for ſound _ 


Truths, are, all of them, far from the Guid- 


Cor. b) 1 Gor. | 
100 (d) 205 =, £ n 1 * ö 0 
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ance 


17 
ance and Direction of 1 pure and holy 
Spirit ; full of Grace and Truth (e); Love, 
Fey, Peace (F), and * (s) ; without Change, 
or Alteration, 
The Fruits of the Spirit muſt anſwer the 
Character of the Spirit: They muſt be Love, 
Juy, and Peace, Truth and Unity, without 
Change, or _ Alteration ; becauſe, the Spirit 
from which they How, is the Spirit of the 
meek and lowly Jeſus (b), full of Grace and 
Truth: And, as God, ever the ſame, without 
Change, or Shagow of turning (i). 
They therefore whoſe Hearts are influenc' d 


by the Spirit, cannot but be full of Grace 


2 Truth; and all Love, all Unity of Af- 
ſection, one for another, in the inward Wor- 
ſhip of God, (in Soul and in Spirit) tho“ pro- 
bably, their outward Mode or Manner of 
Worſhip may be ſomething different. 

Chriſt is the one only true Way, by which 
we can go unto the Father (). Or in other 
Words, the wnchangeable Way, the Way that 
leads to eternal Life, in which the Faith- 
ful (of all Sechs and Parties) muſt agree to 


walk with united Affections, is, FAITH 


IN CHRIS T, z.e. a deep Senſe of our 
Unworthineſs (1); that there is no Soundneſs, 


5 no Health of Soul. in us, as the Deſcendants of 


(e John i. 14. (f) Gal. v. 22. (g) Eph. iv. 3. 


att. xi. 29. (i) Jam. i. 1 k) John xiv. 6. 
mk: _ e 


8 Vil, ©, 7.— XV. 21. Nei 27. 


Fallen 


'2, 


—_— 
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fallen Adam (m) ; renouncing all Merit in the 
beſt of our Services (n); pleading nothing for 
our Acceptance with, or before God, but the 
all. ſufficient Merits of Chriſt crucified (o); and 
an entire Reſignation of ourſelves to the Guid- 
ance, and Direction, of the Holy Spirit (p), 
whereby we ſhall be enabled to maintain good 
Works (q), being created thereunto in Chriff 
Feſus (r). Whatever is intended to lead us 
from this od Path, this good Way, of FAITH 
IN CHRIST, which worketh by Love, in 
Purity, and Holineſs of living, is little better 
than Novelty, and Innovation. 

My Deſign then at this Time (with God's 
Leave and Aſſiſtance) is to ſhew, how parti- 
cularly the Conſtitution of our Church points at 
CHRIST, at FAITH IN HIS BLOOD, 
as the one only good and unchangeable Way, 
from Earth to Heaven; claiming the Merits 
of his Blood, for her Acceptance with God (s) ; 
and his Spirit for her Guide (t); without any 
Dependance upon what ſhe can do of herſelf (u). 
This is become a ſerious Affair, ſeeing there 
are ſo many range Opinions taken up among 
us, as tho there was ſome other May found 
I 85 A 1 * Th 1. * Lake _ 18 
(9) Eph. i. 6, 7. (p) Nebem. ix. 20. Rom. ili. 14. 
x Cor. iii. 16. 2 Cor, i. 22. 1 Pet. i. 2, * 22 wy 


) Titus iii. 8. () Epbh. ii. 10. 
5 ix. 14.—xX. 19. (t) Matt. xxviii. — 9 5e 


1, 0 10, 11, 12, * 5. John XV. 5. E or. ili. 


5. 
A 3 out 
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164 
out to Heaven, than that o/d unchangeable = 


Patb, of FAITH IN CHRIST. 


There is a general Outcry that the Church 
is forſaken ; and many, having itching Ears, 
run after frange Teachers. A melancholy 
Affair. But, who are the firange Teachers (x)? 
Or,—By whom is the Church (the Conſtitution 
of the Church) forſaken (y)? Look well to 
yourſelves, that no Man beguile you with enti- 
cing Words (2) : And — Take Heed, leſt your 
own Hearts ſhould deceive you (a). Remem- 
ber, your Souls are at Stake : And — an Eter- 
nity, of Happineſs, or Miſery, is to be the 
Concluſion of your preſent Choice. Don't 
then pin an implicit Faith upon any Man's 
Sleeve. whatever, ſo long as you have a Bible 
to go to; but, like the noble Bereans, ſearch 
the Scriptures daily, whether theſe Things be 
Jo, (b) or not. | 
Before you accept any Man's Doctrine, ex- 
amine that Doctrine by your Bibles; and fol- 
low it, no farther, than you find that Doc- 


. (x) Anſwer, Not only the uncommiſſion'd Lay- preachers, 


but they alſo (tho' they preach from the Pulpit) who 


anſwer the black Characters of frange Teachers given in 
the following Places, viz. Fer. v. 30, 31.—viii. 11,— 
xxili. 11. £zeh. xxii. 25, 26 alſo the xxxilid and xxxivth 
Chapters throughout. Micab iii. 11. Matt. xv. 9. And 
now, O ye Pricfts (ye who anſwer the above Characters) 
theſe Texts are for you. And, &c. Malatht ii. 1, 2. 
(y) Anſwer, Doubtleſs by ſuch Perſons as are mentioned in 
Ihe XXiX. 1 J,—XXX. 10. (z) Caliſ. ii. 4. (a) Fer. xvii. q. 
(3) Add, xvii. 11. 7 1 | 


349 tr ine 
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trine to be of Chri/t (c). If it is falfe, it mat- 
ters not whb aches it, do not believe it; 
neither wiſh the Preacher God-ſþeed (d). But, 
if it be true, receive it as a Truth, whoever 
delivers it (e); tho' he may be as worthleſs 
a Wretch as myſelf. 

By this Means (with the Bleſing of God 
upon your Endeavours) you may come to 
know, what the true Church (the guod old 
Way) is, and who they are that have forſaken 
the Church; not ſo much, her Valli, or out- 
fide Caſe, as her Conflitution, and Rule of 
Faith (F). For, A Church is a Congrega- 
tion (a meeting together) of faithful Men; 
* in the which the pure Word of God is 
«© preached, and the Sacraments be duly mi- 

« niſtred, according to Chrif's Ordinance 80. } 
This is the Church, to which we muſt join 
in Heart and in Spirit. And, that we be not 
deceived in this great Aﬀair by the enticing 
Words of Man's Wiſdom, when they art- 
fully cry out the Church, the Church (b), let us 
carefully compare what they ſay, with the 
Conſtitution of the Church, whether, or no, 


they agree together. Nay, it will be no more 


than neceſſary Prudence, to try even the Con- _ 


(e) 1 Cor. xi. 1. Gal. i. 8. Coll 18. 1 
x. 11. (e) Lukeix, 50. Phil. i. 15, 18. 2⁴ 
there are not more Separatifts from the Conflitution 15 
our Church WITHIN ber Walls, than without em. 
(g) Article the 19th. (h) Fer. vii. 4. 


A 4 fiitution 
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Ritution itſelf, by the Word of God, to know 
how far it agrees with that facred Truth. 

IF the Conſtitution of our Church anſwers to 
the Scriptures (and I am thoroughly ſatisfied 
it does) then doubtleſs, the Conſtitution, not 
the mere Mode or Manner of Worſhip, is the 
good unchangeable Way ; and, whatever Doc- 
trine is contrary to it, is no better than No- 
velly, and Innovation, be the Perſon who he 
will, that maintains it. He who does (whe- 
ther Prieſt or Layman) is himſelf (in Fa#) 
a Separatiſt from the Church in Sentiments, not- 
withſtanding his loud and pretended F riend- 
ſhip for her. 

Come then to the Touchſtone (to the Conſti- 
tution of our Church) that our Hearts may 


point out to us, who among us are the 74ſt 
Friends of the Church of England, and who 
among us, are any Friends in Diſguiſe, and 
Separatiſts in Maſe. 

Firſt then, (and as a Baſis upon which ſhe 
builds her Confiitution) the Church introduces 
us as guilty Creatures, conceived and born in 
Sin (a). This Doctrine is as old as David; Be- 
hold I was ſbapen in Iniquity, and in Sin did my 
Mother conceive me (b). It is as old as St. Paul, 
All have finned (c). Obſerve, not a Few, but 
All baue ſinned, i. e. we come into the World, 
not what we were at firf, in the Loins of 


0 by, Miniſtration of publick Baptiſm. (b) Pſal. Ii. 5. 
x 


om. ili. 23. 


3 Adam, 


„„ 
Adam, when God breathed into him the Breath | 
of Life; but, in that Fallen corrupt Nature, 
which he, by his Diſobedience, too ſoon con- 
trated. And from him, that Nature is de- 
riv'd down to his Poſterity ; who (All) come 
unclean into the World. For, Who can bring a 
clean Thing out of an unclean (d)? Or, What is 
Man, that he ſhou'd be clean? And he which 
is born of a Woman, that be ſhou'd be righ- 
teous (e)? | 

They who deny the Doctrine of Original 
Sin (that good old Way, by which Chrift is 
made precious to us) are no better than Sepa- 
rati/ts from the Church, in the very ESSE N- 
TIAL of her Conſiztution. If we explode 
this Doctrine, we muſt (of Conſequence) de- 
ny the Satisfaction of Griſt, as having Re- 
demption thro bis Blood, the Forgiveneſs of Sins 
(f) ; that He bore our Sins in his own Body on 
the Tree (g): And is therefore called the 
Lamb ſlain from the Foundation of the World (Y); 
ſlain for Adam, to heal the Wound he gave, 
in Paradiſe, to all his Poſterity ; and lain for 
us his fallen Race. 

The Doctrine of Original Sin is of much 
greater Moment, than, probably, we are aware 
of; the Whole of our Conſtitution being built 
upon it. If we break down its Banks, we 
deſtroy the Satisfaction of Chriſt's precious 


b xi e) Job xv, Epbeſ: i. 7 
3 2 2 4 72 i lit, ö. h 
Blood, 
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Errors. For, by that Doctrine, we being 
convinc d, that we come into the World 
helpleſs (c), finful (d), Creatures; that by 
Nature we are Children of Wrath (e); not 
ſufficient, of ourſelves, to think any Thing, as of 
ourſehves, but our Sufficiency is of God (J), is 
the Way to keep us humble Expectants. It 
makes us know how to value the Blood of 
Chriſt (g); it aſcribes All to his Merits (b); 
and rejoices in his Spirit, as our Guide and 
Conductor (i). Whereas, when Original Sin 
is denied, and Men look upon themſelves 
as coming clean into the World, it puffs 'em 
up with a vain Conceit of their own Suffici- 
ency ; ſtrikes off the atoning Power of Chr:/?'s 
PRECIOUS Blood ; ſtrips him of his all-ſuf- 
ficient Merits ; ſets up Reaſon againſt Revela- 
tion; and fills Men fo full of imaginary 
Strength, that they dream of being their own 
Guides to Heaven——l pray God they may 
not miſcarry.— When Woes come in 


(c) Rem. v. 6. (d) Rom. y. 8. (e) Epbeſ. ii. 
N. 2 Cor. iii. 5. In this ſelf-abaſfing 12 Ae. 

not ſay, we cannot do great and ſurpriſing Things; 
but we cannot even think any Thing, as of ourſelues; 
and that our S»fficiency mult be given to us of God, But, 
vain Man wou'd be wiſe, tho" he be born like a wild Aſs's 
Colt. Job xi. 12. (g) 1 Tim. i. 15. 1 Pet. i. 19.—ii. 7. 
Rev. v. 9. (5) Rom. iii. 24. Epheſ. ii. 8. 9. (i) Epheſ, 
ili. / 3 19. See alſo the Texts quoted, Page 5. Let- 


Sheep's 


| Bod, and let in upon ourſelves a Flood of 


} 


Fm} 
Sheep's Cloathing (k), let the Flock look well 
to itſelf. But to proceed; 

The Charch having advanc'd the Do&tine 
of Original Sin, ſhe models her Conftitution 
according to it, not only in her Articles, Ho- 
milies, &c. but in the Reading- deſt alſo. Tho 
alas! the Pulpit (God knows) is too often quite 
contrary to the Reading-deſk. You'll pleaſe 
then, to fand in the Ways of Candour and 
Openneſs of Heart; and aſe for the old Paths, 
where is the good Way of - Faith in Chriſt. And 


having found it (by comparing our Prayer- 


Baoks with our Bibles) let us walk therein, 
that we may find Reft for. our Souls; and not 
be toſſed to. and fro, with every Wind of Doctrine 
(V, as tho' we cou'd find Reſt out of Chrift. 
The wuneaſy-made Soul (the Soul aalen d 
by Conviction) may rove from Place to Place; 


it may go, ſeeking Comfort, from one Ordi- 


nance. to another; (reſting upon Duties as it 


goes) but, it will never meet with what it 


wants, ul it gets (by Faith) to the Blood of 
Chriſt, and pleads his Merits, being ſtript of 
its . Tis thus our Church directs us to 
Chriſt, teaching us to confeſs our great Un- 
worthineſs, that there is no Health in us, but 
that we are miſerable Offenders (m). 
Now, Brethren, let us teal fairly and ho- 
neſtiy with our Souls (you and 1) that we 


(#) Mat. vii. 15. As xx. 29, 30. (1) Epbeſ. I. 14. 


(n) The general nfs Non. 


2 may 
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may know how much of our Church's Con- 
ſtitution we have in our Hearts, while we 
xepeat her Words with our Mouths. Let 
"Conſcience (and not Man) be the Judge in 
this Affair; ſeriouſly conſidering, how much 
depends upon it. This Day, you and I have 
confeſſed that there is no Health in us, but that 
ave are miſerable Offenders, AND — We 
made this Confeſſion to an Heart-ſearching 
God. BUT — Stand ſtill a Moment.. 
When we ſpoke that mournful Truth, There 
is no Health in us, did we ſeriouſly conſider 
what we ſaid? Did we then fee] in our 
Hearts what we ſpoke with our Lips, that 
indeed there is no Health in us? If we did 
not; if we were not affected with what we 
ſaid; and our Words were, only, Words of 
: Courſe, as they happen to come in our Prayer- 
Books (n), we were Reprobates indeed, to 
tell God ſuch a Lie to his Face, Whereas, 
when we confeſſed to God our poor helpleſs 
Condition, what miſerable Offenders we are; 
if we then felt in our Hearts the Truth of 
what we confeſſed with our Mouths; that verily 
there is no Health in us, but that we are 
miſerable Offenders indeed, it wou'd make our 
Hearts ache; it wou'd make us tremble, 


(n) Reader, haye not you yourſelf often thus play'd the 
1 before God with the ſame Lie in your Mouth? 
ay, are you not, to this very Moment, ſtill ignorant of 
your fallen State? If you are, may God now touch your 


Heart, and bring you Home to himſelf, . 
W (both 


1 
(both you and me) to think cooliy what w e 
are. Then How precious Oh! how pre- 
cious wou'd Chriſt be to ſuch bumble eu 
Penitents (o)! 

If we cou d thus ſee fi. Bp we. ſhou'd 
renounce all Merit, in the beſt of our Services; 
and wou'd plead nothing for our Acceptance 
with (or before) God, but the a/l-ſufficient Me- 
rits of Chrift crucify'd; as is the humble Opi- 
nion of our Church, in her eleventh Article, 
viz, © We are accounted righteous before 
« God, only for the Merit of our Lord and 
« Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, by Faith; and not for 
ce our own Works, and Deſervings.” In this 
Article is the old Path, the good Way (of 
Faith in Chriſt) in which, if we walk hs, 
we ſhall find Ref for our Sault. 
They who walk in the Way of their own 
Works, (p) muſt needs be out of the good old 
Road of Faith in Chriſt; and in a Aenne 
Path, from That, our Church directs us to. 
Either they, or the Church, muſt be wrong. 
A Matter of vat Importance. Oh! An 
ETERNITY, of, either Happineſs, or Mi- 
ſery, depends upon our being right or wrong. 
—— May the Lord direct us. 


(e) 1 Peter, i. 19. ii. 7. Rev. v. 9. See alſo that moſt excel- 
lent Song of Praiſe and Thankſgiving in the Communion 
Service, viz. Glory be to God on high, and in Earth, Peace, 
Kc. (p) As St. Paul did, while a Phariſee, counting his 
Works, as Gain to him (Phil. iii, 7.) or ſuch Things 
whereby he hoped to gain Heaven, If 


11 | 
If we go wrong, we never, never reach 
Heaven, we never find Reſt for our Souls: 
Whereas, if we go rigbt, we are ſure to be 


happy in the End, whatever Hardſhips we 
may meet with in the Fay. For God's Sake 
then, for our own Souls Sake, let us take 
Heed to ' ourſelves, that we be not deceived, 
either by our own Seguiling Hearts (9); or by 
the Art and Cunning of defigning Men (r). 
Few of us, but we think 700 h:ghly of our- 
ſelves: Which makes it no Wonder, that 
(like off Sheep) we Fray fo far from the frait 
narrow Way of Faith in Chriſt, into the broad 
High-road of Self-righteouſneſs, hoping to 
ſcale the Walls of Heaven, by Ladders of our 
own making. | 
By this good n of ourſelves, we are 
always diſpos d to derei ve ourſelves ; and ſtand 
prepar'd to be deceiv d by others; not doubt- 
ing, but we can do ſomething for ourſelves, 
a che Cauſe, why God will pardon and receive 
1 
This lays us open to every Wind of Man's 
Doctrine; and among the ref} it diſpoſes us, 
readily to receive that dreadful and moſt dange- 
rous one, We muſt do what we can, and then 
Chriſt will make out the reſt. My God! 
what a Dodrine is this! It is as contrary to 


(9) Yer. xvii, 9. 1 Cer. i iii, 8. 
O) Epheſ. iv. 14. Col. ii. 4. * 
the 
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che Conflitution of our Church, as Light is to 
Darkneſs. 
| If I can prove this, by « our Prayers, and 
Collects ;. I claim a Right to your favourable 
Attention, which I — the my —_ 
among you will readily grant 

Firſt then. In the comerel Gian Hows 
the firſt Sentence to that humble Acknow- 
ledgment of our moſt wretched Condition, 
that there is no Health in us, there is not one 
ſingle Syllable of doing any Tbing for ourſelves, 
as of ourſelves z but, of our Strayings away 
from God, lite loſs Sheep; how much we 
have been led away by our deceitful Hearts, 
Following too much their Devices and Defires ; 
and how amazingly diſobedient we have been 
to our God, leaving undone, thoſe Things which 

be ougbt to have done, and doing thoſe Things, 
' which we ought not to have done. | After this, and 
to the End of the Confeſſion, we find little elſe 
than penitential Pleadings in the Name of 
Chriſt, for Mercy to poor miſerable Offenders ; 
that God, for his Sake, wou'd forgive us what 
is paſt, and be pleas d to grant, that (by the 
Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit) the ref y_ — 
Lives, hereafter, may be pure and holy. 
is the Confeſſion we make. And, from ke 
Confeſſion (unleſs. we go to the Throne of 
Grace with a Lie in our Mouths) how, in 
the Name df God, can we poor helpleſs Crea- 
tures ever hope to begin a good Work of our- 
ſelves, that Chri// may make out the reſt ? 


The 


1 16 ] 
The Church; is ſo averſe to this fond nove. 
7 -Dodtrine, that ſhe looks upon herſelf unable, 
) | herſelf, even to ſprał of God's Praiſes with 
her Mouth, till he (of his great Mercy) is 
B pleas'd to open her Lips (s). And knowing 
: our Inſufficiency, how unable we are to help 
# ourſelves, Oh] how earneſtly does the call 
out to God for Help and Affiſtance (like one 
in the greateſt Diſtreſs) in thoſe warm and 
moſt melting Words, O God / make Speed to 
ſave us, O Lord! make Haſte to help us. 
This is not the Language of one who can 
ds ſomething for himſelf, that Chriſt may make 
out the reſt; but, it expreſſes the moſt vebe- 
ment Deſires of a poor helpleſs Creature, who 
knows his Wants, and cries out with Eager- 
neſs, for ſome kind Aſiſlance. Alſo, immedi- 
ately after the Creed, we recommend each 
the other (Prieſt and People) to the Care and 
Mercy of a good God; the Prieftrecommend- 
3 ing his People to God, in thoſe affeftionate 
| Words, The Lord be with you ; and the People, 
on their Part, recommending the Prieft to 
God, that God wou'd be with him, faying, 
And with thy Spirit. Oh]! what becoming 
Language is this for humbled Sinners ! It 
_ breathes nothing but a deep Senje of our Un- 


3 2 


(s,) See our oublic 31 (a little beſore the Hymn 
Vinite exultemus, &c.) in thoſe heavenly Breathings, viz. 
O Lord! open Thou bur Lips: 
And our Mouths ſhall hw 15 th thy Praiſe. 


worthineſs, 


17 3 


worthineſt and Inſufficiency ; with an humble 


"Truſt upon God in Chrift, for Mercy and A _ 


ſiſtance. But to proceed, 
The Litany begins, humbly petitioning 


Mercy for miſerable Sinners. And runs 


throughout ſo much in the ſame penitential 
Strain, that it throws us before the Throne of 
Grace, with the deepeſi Senſe of our Unwor- 


thing; pleading for. nothing, but what it 


may pleaſe God (of his mere Mercy) to beſtow 
upon us. And this, not as a Claim upon God, 
but with all Submiſion to him for his Grace 
and Holy Spirit. Take an Inſtance of this 


(among many Others of the ſame heavenly _ 


Strain in the Litany) from that extraordinary 


ſelf· abaſing Petition, viz. * That it would 


&« pleaſe Thee to give to all thy People; Increaſe 
« of Grace to hear meekly thy Mord, and to re- 


1 ceive. it with pure Aﬀettion, and to bring 


« forth the Fruits of the Spirit (a).“ 
Thus we pray— But is it poſſible to bring 
forth the Fruits of the Spirit, without the 
Help of the Spirit, without his Gifts and 
Graces working within us: We may as 
reaſonably expect Fruit to be produced thou? 


a Tree.- Ah! we little conſider the Dead-. 


neſs of our Hearts, that they muſt be created 
anew, before they can bring forth the Fruits of 
the Spirit: Or, it would for ever exclude ſuch. 


(a) see the Litany. ? LETS 


B unrec- 


- 


we petition God (as you and I have done this 
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"un reaſonable” Expectations, 


Therefore *. is, 


Day) that be would create, and make in lis 
4 new and contrite Hearts (a).. And ſurely, 
| we believe the Truth of this new Creation (ay, 
and deſire to have it wrought i in us 650) or 
how dare we preſume to pray for it? 

It muſt be a dreadful fearful Thing to 10 
1 Heaven by Rote; ſpeakin with dur Lips, 
what we zhink little of in our Marte. This is 
it, that introduces among us ſo many Separa- 
tiſu in Diſguiſe, crying out with their Lips, 
The Church, the Church, when at the ſame 
Time, they have nothing of her Conſtitution 

in their Hearts. If They read over the Pray- 
exs as they come in Courſe, with a blind Zeal 
© for their Prayer Books, they ſet up themſe] ves 
for the Sons of the Church; tho it is more 
"ob robable, that they know, neither what 
they lay, nor whereof they affirm (5): They 
repeat with their Mouths, the Words of our 
divine heavenly Prayers ; when in their Hearts, 
they perceive nothing of the Life and Spirit 
that breathes in them; nor do they under- 
ſtand the Beauty of Holineſs which runs thro 


all our Service, 5 


6 
„ , 


a) See = Collect for Ab wedne eſday. 
b) Reader, if you are ſuch a Churchman as this, T re- 
commen to your il rtf 4. xxix. 13 and 14 Verſes, 


which I beg you will read . over, 


| . If 
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© If the Beaury of our publio Service was the- 
roughly underſtood, and we, all of us, had 
Hearts rigbrhy diſpos 'd to receive it, we 
*hou'd ſoon" fee — upon the . and 
Truth Ane, And with Error its Fyſter- 
„ that range novel Fancy, we muſt do 
what we can for ourſelves; and then "Chtift 
ill make out the reſt; would quickly de ba- 
niſhed the Church; and the god old Doctrine 
of F Arn IN CHRIST. 1 te- 
Aſter d. + 6 ARTS CL 
Von cheresote who! fatter yourdliveh with 
chat neu 'broach'd Fancy; you who dream 
how much you can do for yourſelves; pray 
turn to the Colle for the ſecond Sunday in 
'Lent, and tell me what you mean, when 
yu addreſs Heaven in thoſs awful Words, 


, ' Almighty God wbo ſieft that wi have tio Poe... 


4 of our ſelves, to help our ſelves," Keep us, Both 
tee outwardly in our Bodies, and inwardly'tn our 
ce Souls, that ior may be de fended from all Au- 


«© -werfities ubieh may buppen to'the Body, und 


« from all cui Ti boughts- which may "aſſault © 
«© and burt the Soul.” This is the humble Pe- 
tition of our Church for us poor, wat, helpleſs 
Creatures; who have no n . 1 2 
to help bur ſelves. 
What in the Name op God N n — * 
do for ourſelves (either you or I) that Crit 
is to be only an Half Saviour to mae gut tbe 
reſt ? A deceitful Doctrine. Out 7 diſ- 


3 4 | B 2 Owns 
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owns 1 far from countenancing ſo 
ad a Conceit, (in the fit Sunday after the 
. Hpiphany) ſhe implores the Divine Protection, 
| 1 confeſſing, that ſhe *©* leans only upon” 
Hope of God's Grace. Would to God we 

nm * follow ſo humble an Example, daily 
encreaſing in every good Work; and (yet) 
leaning, not upon what we can do, that Chriſt 
may make out the reſt ; but only, upon. the 
Hope of God's Grace (2). | 

God, by his Grace, muſt firſt give. us 4 
Will to ds, we having no Power of ourſelves, 
to do any Thing, as of ourſelves. And after he 
has given us hit Will, bis Grace muſt work 
with (or in) us, to put it into Execution. 
This, is what we pray for in the Collect for 
3 tho' poſſibly, ſome of us may 
ery little of what we e 3 
that we are 3 Prayers. 
Happy would it be for us, could we feel in 
our Hearts, what, in that Collect, we confeſs 
with our Lips. It wou'd make us ſenſible of 
our want of CHRIST, how much we ſtand 
in Need of his Help and e; and would 
drive. us to him with the greateſt Deſire. 

(z) See that Colle? after the Communion Service, vis. 
Prevgie us (or, go before us) O Lord, in all our Doings, 
with thy moſt gracious Favour, and further us with thy con- 
tinual Hits, that, in all our Works (obſerve) begun, con- 
tinued, and ended in Thee, Nc. Alſo the Colle for the fir/? 
Sunday after Trinity, wherg we acknowledge to God the 


Weakneſs of our mortal Nature to be 2221 that we can 
do na _ Thing without _w | 
And, 


8 21 q" | 

And, if we don't know our great wa & 
Cbriſt (that it is he who is to begin; and to 
carry on every good Work within us) with - 
what Face, can either you or I go to him un- 

der a Pretence of imploring his Help, in thoſe 
felf-abafing Words, © We humbly beſeech thee, 
« that as by thy ſpecial Grace preventing (or 

« going before) us, thou det put into our Minds 
* a Defires, ſo, by thy continual Help, we 

«* may bring the ſame to good Effett (a), © 

This, is the Confeſſion, which, from Time 
to Time, (upon every Eafter Sunday) you and 
I have made to our God and Saviour, con- 
cerning our utter Inſufficiency of ever begin- 
ning any good Work, of ourſelves, that Chriſt 
may make out the reſt. And, if we have any 
Regard to what we ſo ſolemnly declare before 
God, it cannot but be a Means, (with his 
Bleffing upon it) of bringi - back into the 
good old Way of FAITH IN CHRIST, all 
thoſe among us, who, by following too much the 
Devices and Defires of their own Hearts, haue 
erred and firayed away, like loft Sheep, into that 
broad dangerous Path of Novelty and Innovation, 
We muſt do what we nm nd Chriſt will 
make out the reſt, 

This Doctrine, (you ſee) is as contrary to 
the Conſtitution of our Church, as Darkneſs is 
to Light. And next to this, there is another 
commonly received Notion, of doing ſomething 


(a) See the ue for Eafter-Sundey. 
3 


for 


1 
f 


To Thr * 

ee 5% It inaccepted According for. 
£ Man, hal, and not according. to that, 
78 Ws not, (8),”): Which is as contrary to 

the Con on Hitution of our. C 4 Church, as the Other, 
it comes in e Dreſs, and Leaky, 
1 ure Language. bg?” N 
ow any. Man. can * biwlelf 60 receive.” 
the aboye Words, in any other Senſe or Mean». 
in & than that of Alms-giving, is not oaſy to, 
" be gin; 'd (c). Hut, ſuppoſe. they were put 
upon the ut utmoſt Stretch to, flatter our Fancy, 
as tho' we had /omething. of, Good in ug, and 
were to be accepted according to that /omr- 


| Fs What ſhall we get, by. thus, wreſting 


+ 


e Scrip ture ?. For, there muſt firſt, be a 
ke Mind (as 1 the Apoſtle. ſays) before we, 
& our Works can be accepted, of God ; And; 
that Mind muſt, alſo be giyen to us of God; 
* not having. a Power, of ounſelves, fo. to 


of our -oWn Minds, as to think, 4b we 
pleaſe, but our Sufficiency if gf Gd (d). Which 


3 WE to the old Concluſſan, (what you and 
„ They 


2 frequently confeſs d with our Lips, how, 
„ we deny it in our Hearts, viz.) 
Kat our bel. P Ta., is upon CHRIS T 
upon bis good. . Lane 0 l and to 


4 31 if | 1 


* 2 Cor. vlt, * (e) $4.24 the Chapter Lak 
bret and then tale it in any other 3 ol you can 
ere li. 5. (e). Phil. ii. 13. 


Every | 


©. 


, 4 1 4 Cl #: * 
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Every good and per fee? Gift i is from God (CG). 
And it is he who noorketh in us both to willy and 
to do, of his good Pleaſure (g). What then have 
we to give to God, to he accepted of him, ſee- 
ing it is he who gives to us ALL we have? 
The moſt we can make of this 20 14 Fancy,” is 
no more, than that we return. to God, what 
we receive from him. B UT, who can go o 
far? Where is the Man who can, or dare ſay, 
that he has improved every Talent committed 
to his Truſt? Let me then plead at the Throne 
of Grace, not with the Phariſee, God, I give 
Tythes of all I baue; I give thee this or that ; 
but with the humble Publican, God be merci- 
ful to me a Sinner. 
Next to an Heart truly humbled with a deep 
Senſe of its Uadeapach, I know of nothing 
we have to give to God that it may be accept- 
ed of him. I therefore renounce this new 
broach'd Doctrine; and ſhall now take my 
Leave of it, to follow our Church alittle far- 
ther in her Conftitution. She pleads for Ac- 
ceptance with God, not her Righteouſneſs, * 
but Chriſt's Merits (5), humbly beſeeching* .- 
him, * that by his holy Inſpiration, we may © | 
& think thoſe Things al be good ; and by his © 
& merciful Guiding may perform the ſame. ().“ 
She meekly confeſſes her Unworthineſs'; and 


(f) James i. 17. (8) Phil, ji. T (h See that 


humble Confeſſion in the Communion Service, Ve do not © 
preſume to come to this thy Table, Sc. 0 See the Callact 
for the 35 Sunday after Eafter. 


B 4 ti; humbly - 
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unh refers herſelf to the Spirit, fitſt, as 
the Author of every good Thought ; and then 
is her Guide and Aſſiſtance to perform the 


fame. O bumble Church | O heavenly Conflitus 
tion ! thirfting for the Spirit! thirſting for bis 


Holy Inſpiration ! vet to talk of being in- 
ſired; is now condemn'd as Folly, and Enthu- 
fiaſm. And —— by Men too —— who calls 

themſelves the Sons of the Church. But ſurely 

theſe are no Churchmen? No, no, They are 
only Separatiſts,in Diſguiſe. And — 

Are there any ſuch in this Con gregation ? 
I T aſk you ſeriouſly, with what Face can you 
beſeech God, that by his holy Inſpiration, you may 
think thoſe Things that be good? Or, w 


upon, God, to cleanſe the Thoughts of your 
Hearts, by the Inſptration of bis Hoh Spirit ()? 
Ah! you may tip your Tongues with the 
Church, the Church ; but in your Hearts, you 
are Strangers to her Conſtitution, and no'Church- 


men (1); Becanſe, you deny, what the Church 


relies upon for her Aſſiſtance, the Inſpiration 
, the Spirit; and you laugh, at what ſhe 


eſteems her great Joy, (I mean) the Comfort of 
the Holy Ghoſt, Hear how earneſtly ſhe prays | 


for it, O God, due beſeech thee, leave us not com- 
fortieſs, but ſend to us thine Holy Ghoſt to com- 


fort us (n). Ay, and ſhe alſo humbly entreats 


(4) Firſt Colle in the Communion Service, Almighty 
God unto whom all Hearts be open, Ce. 15 Malt. xv. +748 


len) Collect for * after * on 
2 the 


acne 


what do 
you mean, when (every Lord's Day) you call 


5 [5] 
the Almighty, that he would grant # by bis 
Holy Spirit, to haue a right Judgment i in all 
Things, and ne fo forages in bis boly 70 


(2). 
PST and I, have en pra 


Ben fo this. We 
have pray'd for the Comfort of the Holy Ghoſt ; 5 
and that we may evermore rejoice in bis holy 
Comfort, BUT, can we rejoice in that, which 
we cannot perceive ? 'Can we be comforted by 
what, we know nothing of? I W 22nd o your 
| own Conſciences. Either then, there is ſuch 
| a Thing as perceiving the Influence of the 
HOLY GHOST within us, that we may 
rejoicein the Comfort of it; or elſe, our 
for ſuch a Bleſſing, muſt be downright Non- 
1 | ſenſe, if not impious Mockery. A melan- 
choly Aﬀair—Ah Brethren! God is not 
; 5 And when we appear (in this ſacred 
| Place) before him, let us remember, that he 
requires, Truth and Sincerity. 
When we pray, that be Thoughts of our 
Hearts may be cleanſed by. the Inſpiration of the 
' Holy Spirit, and don't belieye what we pray, | 
(or 2 4 ſay Prayers) for, it is little better, | 
than laughing at God to his Face. Alſo, when 
Me beſeech God to ſend to usthe Holy Ghoſt to com- 
fort us, and pray that we may evermore rejoice 
in his boly Comfort; if we deny the Paſhbility | 
(I had moſt ſaid, the Neceflity) of perceiv- 
ing in our Hearts, (o) the Comfort we > pany 


(n) Collett for Whit ſunday. 00 Rom, v. 5. 


.- 


for, 


£6 1 | 
for, P not this Sing Prayers like Children & + 
Knowing; neither what we ſay, nor what we 
N Good God ! we pray for the Com. 
fort of the Spirit, that we may rejoice: in bit 
Confort;\ and yet It ſeems there is no ſuch 
Thing What a Medley ef Nonſenſe / 
1 pray you then Brethren, you who con- 
demm it as Entbuſaſin, and can't bear the Men- 
tion' of the working f 'the Spirit within us, 
without Anger and Reſentment. ( pray you) 
ſorbeat a little your:Raſhneſs; and be not too 
haſty in your cemſpriuum Conciiſimm: Weigh the 
Matter ſeriouſly," examine your Prayer-Books, 
Wh g them with your BiB/es; and then 
0 ourſelves. You profeſs: Faith in 
— acred THREE; (at leaſt I hope fo) 
don'titlien” contradict yourſelves, by denying 
the Operations: (the Gifts and Graces) of the 
Hb Gboſt, the third Perſon of the THREE. 
The Church (of vhich, you think you are 
Members) is fo far from denying a ſenſible or 
prrctiveable) Influence of the Hh Spirit upon 
the Heart of Man, chat ſhe admits into her 
Service, none to bs Preachers} but who 'truſt 
they are inuardiy mov'd by the Holy Ghoſt, to 
take upon them that "Office and Miniftration. 
The Queſtion is put bome to us in very ex- 
preſs: Words, without any ſeeming Reſervation 
whatever, viz. Do you truft (ſays the Biſhop 


ſeparately to each Perſon going into holy Or- 
ws) ** that you.are INWARDLY MOV- 
0 13 1 
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* ED by the Holy Ghoſt, to tale upon you this; 
« Office and Miniſtration; to ſerve God for the 
e promoting of bis Glory, and the Edifying of bis 


% People (p) To this' Queſtion, each Perſon 
anſwers, he truſts he is :nward/y:mov'd by the 
Holy Ghoſt, ſaying, I fruft fo. And, this great 
Wye! is not put to us in private (as tho' it had 
ſome particular Meaning in it, more than what 
is expreſs'd, as ſome may ſuggeſt. it has), but 
it is put to us in the Face of the whole Congre- 
gation, (chen preſent) the Biſhop being en- 
join d by the Church, to examine every one 
of them that are to be order d, in the Pre- 
ſence of the People. That ſo, the People may 
be ſatisfy'd, from the Cynfeſſon of our own 
Mouths, that we don't run before we are ſent; 
but that we are, inwardly mov'd by the Holy 
Ghoſt, to take upon ub, our great and 5 NF 


Jou then, who deny Ener, (or an in- 
ward moving of the Holy Ghoſt). what a Re- 
flection do you, cat upon the whole Body of the 
Clergy ; who, to a Man, do all of us declare, * 


of In the o. of ordering Deacons, this is the fiyſt 
ion put to us; and yet, to talk of being mwardly 
jury by the Holy Ghoſt, is now laygh'd at, as a certain 
Mark of Madne/s and Enthuſiaſm. If the Caſe is real! 
ſo; of Conſequence, the - whole Body of the Clergy muſt 
be Madmen and Enthuſiaſis, except they, who have preach- 
ed themſelyes into a ſound Mind, by denying from the 
Pulpit, what they ſo ſolemnly declared to the Biſhop, before 
the Congregation, and in the Preſence of God. Tell it not 
in Gath ; publiſh it nat in the Streets of Aſkelon. 


4 
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chat we truſt,” we are inwardly mov'd by the 
Holy Ghoft, to take upon us our ſacred Office(a)? 
And we not only declare his but, when we 
are ordained Priefis,” the Biſhop who ordains, 
and we to be ordained, do, All of us, apply 
to the Hoh Gho/?, for his farther Help and 
Aſſiſtance. The Biſhop begins the Supplica- 
tion, and we proceed, as follows, | 


Bp. Come HOLY GHOST our Souls inſpire ; 
Pr. And lighten with celefiial Fire: | 
Bp. Thou the anointing Spirit art; 

Pr. Who ag thy ſevenfold Gifts impart. 

Bp. Thy bleſſed Unction from above; 

Pr. Is Comfort, Liſe, and Fire of Love. 

Bp. Enable with perpetual Light, 

Pr. The Dulneſi of our blinded Sight. 

Bp. Anoint and cheer our ſoiled Face. 

Pr. With the Abundance of thy Grace. 

Bp. Keep far our Foes, give Peace at Home ; 


1 5 Pr. Where Thou art Guide, no * can come. 


Bp. Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
Pr. And Thee of Both, to be but One. 
4B}. That thro' the Ages all along, 
Pr. This. may be our endleſs Seng; 

Bp. Praiſe to thy eternal Merit, 

Pr. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 


In this divine Hymn we pray to the Holy 
Ghoſt, for his Inſpiration, that he wou'd en- 
Alten us with celeſtial Fire; we call him the 


(a) If we are not inwardly mou d to take upon us out 
Office, it may be gue/iron'd whether we are ſpiritual. 'y ſent 
Into Chriſt's Vineyard, tho' we are /-gally or dain'd. 


* 
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anointing Spirit, imparting bis ſevenfold Gift ; 
we declare that in his bleſſed Un#ion, there is 
Comfort, Life, and Fire of Love; humbly 
praying, that with his Light, he would be 
pleas d to enlighten the Dulneſs of our blinded 
Sight ; as alſo, that he would teach us to know, 
that be, with Father, and Son, is only one 


God, tho' three Perſons, And we conclude. 


our Petitions to him, that the Church, fro 
all Ages, may (rely upon his Help, and) ing 
daily Praiſe to bis eternal Merit. Neverthe- 
leſs, tho' we thus addreſs the Holy Spirit, as 
if, we thirſted for his Love, and were entirely 
ſubmiſſive to his Guidance and Direction, yet— 


to talk of—an Unction from above; A Light 


fo lighten our Darkneſs ; the Comfort of the mw 
Ghoſt, or, the Life and Fire of Love, IS En- 

thufiaſm, Madneſs, or what not, And—ſhou'd 
a Preacher dare ſpeak the Truth to a Set of 


ſelferigbteous Perſons, aſſerting the Neceſſity of 


being taught, led, and influenced by the Holy 
_ Ghoſt; tis moreithan probable, they wou'd 
be glad to exclude him the Pulpit, if not his 
own, yet that of another (a). 0 my God ! 
what à Spirit is this in a chrifian Country! 
(a) I ſpeak thus, becauſe, I once preach'd my firſt Ser- 
mon for a Clergyman, whoſe Salary (as a LeQurer) de- 
pends (in ſome Meaſure) upon voluntary Collections; and 
it gave ſuch Offence to ſome (I wiſh it was only to a few) 


of the 4 9" that they declared they would 
withdraw their Contributions, if Ty ever preach'd again for 


the ſame Gentleman. I refer the Matter to God, and let 
all zwell diſpoſed Chriſtians judge of the Sermon. 


Are 


\ 1 
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cba! ; 
e there any of this per ſecuting Temper 
apts here? Ah Brethren! (and muſt I ſay 
"it ?) e know not ubat Manner of. Spirit ys are 

G). Lou know not to what Church you 


belong (c). You ſay, you are of the Church 


.of England, that pure, that holy Church. 
But, how will you prove yourſelves her Mem- 
bers? ſeeing you deny (not to ſay, that you 
perſecute) the moſt divine ſpiritual Part of her 
Prayers and Collects. And, (tho' perhaps 


you don't know. it, . yet, in fach) you alſo 


make a Mock of that pious holy Hymn, which 
at our Ordination, we ſing to the Hoy Gbolf, 
-humbly praying, that thro him, we may be 
enligbtened, and enabled, to perform that ſacred 
Office, to which (we triſt) we are called ad 
an :mward Motion, from him. 
Conſider now (I pray you Brethren): Bong 


1 have ſaid; whether it be as our Church 


2 Luke ix. 54, 55, 56. (c) Our - good Church, out 
* Charity for all Men, bubble 9 Gbd 

70 in her Litany) to bring into the Way of Truth, all fuch as 
haus erred and are deceived, as you wou'd do, were you 


her Sons, as you pretend. And ſhe bears ſueh a! Love 
for the Souls of Men, that (in her third Collect for . 


Friday) the prays for Mercy, upon all Jews, Tur ii, Infidels, 


' ond Heretics, that God wou'd be pleaſed to t 1 om them, 


all Hardneſs of Heart,' and Contempt of his Word, and fo 
fetch them hame to his Flock, "that «ha may be ſaved among 
the Remnant tbe true If ale. Bo you then belong to 
this CHURCH ? You _ are of ſuch a per/ecuting Spirit? 
No, you are Strangers to her Spirit; you know little of 
her Conſtitution, | May God change your Hearts; may he 
give you Bowels of Love and N 3 and MY that enn 
make you Churchmen INDEED. | 


ken: 


0 


| tw) 
*teaches,"of not. Th15,ig alltheFavourl aſk, 
which I hope no honeſt, reaſonable Man will 


deny me. If 1 have ſpoken Evil, or more 
than what the Church herſelf ſpeaks, treat ine 
as an Eu. pater, and" ſpare me not. BUT, 
Af T ſpeak, the val, the very Senti ments of our 
Church (not to mention her Homilies, and ſome 
other Parts of her Conflitution) 1 elaim your 
Attention; I call upon you to fund in the 
May,, and ee 3 and aſt for the old Paths, where 
Is the good © Fe ern and qe 
eee 5% ene 
If the Naad, you pp 8 0 t anſwer the 
Deſcription given of it by our Church, (as ſnhe 
has taken it from the Scripture) do, as the 
Traveller does, when he ſuſpects to have ſoſt 
*his Way; enquire diligently, and aſk'for" the 
oli Paths. Don't pin your Faith upon an 
Man's Sleeve dv liatever; but judge for ybur- 
ſelves: examine the Principles the Cburcb 
(for they will ſtand the ſevereſt Scrutimy) and 
try them by. your "Bibles; the only Way to 
come at the Truth. But, in ſearching for the 
Truth, don't be partial, but deal fairly wii 
your Souls, and give up yourſelves by . 1 
to the Cudance an Direction of the ah Sprrir, 
'as (you ſee) our Church does in her FORO» 
and — bla n 
By this Means, we hall come at * Truth, 
and ſhall worthip God as we ought; not (only 
by a well compos'd Form of COA 8, by 5 
e 
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be Pewerithereof-(t), l. e. In Spirit aid in 


Taub. God is a: Spirit (as he himſelf tells 


n . us) and they who worſhip! bum, muſt 1 OP 


bim in Spirit, and in Truth (d). i. e. we 
muſt worſhip God not merely by an outward 
Form, but after a pure ſpiritual Manner, un- 
der the Dire#ion, and by the Help of the Holy 
Spirit. He, the Spirit, muſt have the Ma- 
nagement of our Hearts (yours and mine) and 
muſt diſpoſe them towards God (e). He muſt 
lead us to the Throne of Grace, winging our 
. Deſires towards Heayen; be muſt give us 
2 to pray, as we ought 7); and all 
our Petitions muſt begin, continue, and end in 
bim (g). Tis be that muſt circumciſe our 
Hearts, to make us the true Circumeifion, who 
worſpip God, in the Spirit; and rejoice in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and have no Confidence in the Fleſh (b). 
In the above words, the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
what L juſt now repeated from Grit; ; that we 
- worſhip God in the Spirit, And to a ſpi- 
i Worſhip, the Apoſtle adds, that we 
t rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and baue no Confi- 
| of in the Fleſh; the very Path, the good 
Way, which our Church recommends to you 
and me, as the Road that will moſt certainly 
carry our Souls to their erernal Ref, Obſerve, 
we muſt have no Confidence in the Fleſh, i. e. 
we muſt not truſt for our Juſtification (or 


e) Ruge üi. 5 4) Fohn iv. 24. 7) Gal. iv. 6. 
675.5 viii. bs. A Ne Collect, at Page 20. Letter 


1 W 1 Lord, in all aur Diings, &c. (5) 


Acceptance 


(33) 
8 with Gd. merely upon any Thing > 
we do in the Fleſh: 1 wut we of the 
Church of England) boaſt of our much ſupe- 
rior Advantages above Others, in public Mor- 
Nip, Church Privilges, or the like ; for God 
is 0 Re Her of Perſons, Sects, or Parties, 
but fas his Choſen among Al. 
If any Perſon could have boaſted of outward 
Bleffings, - Church Privileges, or the like; 
St. Paul was the Man : But, he renounc'd 
ALL; that he might find CHRIST. (bat 
Things were Gain to me, ' thoſe (ſays he) I 
counted: Loſ for Chrift:) He was circumciſed 
the eighth: Day; he was of the Stock f Vrael, 
of the Tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of tbe 
| Hebrews ; as ' touching. the Lau, a” Pharifee ; 
concerning Seal, perſecuting the Church, touch- 
ing the (Righteouſneſs: which is in the Law, © 
blameleſi——where is the Man that anſwers |. Az 
this Character ? who of this Congregation can — 1 
ſay as much for themſelves? Vou WhO "1 
over- rate your Works, as tho' they left only a 
Part for Cbriſt to do, or as if, they could gelle | 
your Acceptance with God; and you——allſo, 1 
a who hope to reach Heaven in the /mooth ſel f. 
pleaſing Paths of Form, and Cuſtom ; ſuppoſe 
you cou'd, (all of you) ſay as much as the 
Apoſtle; or, as he proteſted. before the chief 
Captain Ly/ias, that you had Jived in all good 
| Conſcience before God until this. Day (a), what 
Merit could you e tho' you. could thus 
2 #54 (a). Ads xxiii, . 


3 1118; Ning 10 


* 1 
4 HFS 
= # 


( 34 | . 
u in Nis? Merit—did L f Alt . 
our Works! the beſt of them are ſo im | 
it will be lirtle better than the Height of Folly, 
to build for Haun upon a Foundation 0 
ſandy ; unleſe St; Paul was: miſtaken when 
he counted all his Works (which be once 
thought to be Gain; vr ſuub, as be hoped-to. 

Heuven by) | as noc better than Loſs and Dung, 
fo ib Excellency of tb Knowledge of Cri 
Yeſus bis Lord ; and diſown'd his own Righ< 
teotifneſs, nhigh it ef ile ain, that he might 
be foumd in THAT of the Holy Jeſus. 
+. Raiſe then, the Hopes of your Salvation 
upon Cru the ROCK of Ages, And with 
ö Paul, learn to hb no:Confidence in the Phſh, 
Don't truſt to anna Priviteges, Church Per- 
Jormances, or the like, a6 an Way meritori- 
on; (tho! probably you have hitherto hoped to 
gain — — but play the Part of 
the humbied Apoſtle, caumting theſe Things at 
Loſs for Cbrift, TORO) once Sought: "ere 


W e 
Lou e is ankle, Difference be- 


the Caigſe, and the Efe. Waiting 

upon God in his Houſe, at the daily ſtated 
Hours of: Prayer; miſſing no Opportunity of 
going to the Lords Table: an exemplary Life 

and Converſation; Honeſty, Almſgiving. and 
the like, are the happy, the bleſſed Effect, but 
the precious BLOOD OF CHRIS T (his me-' 
Fitorious 'Deathiand' Paſſion)! is the alone Cauſe 
of our Juſtification,” and Acceptance before 
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(35) | 
God (a). Therefore; (and as is our: bounden 
Duty) while we confider ane another, to prova 
umo Love, and to good Noris (o); being there - 
unto: created in Cbriſt Jeſus (c) 3 let us take 
Heed, that we truſt not to theſe Works, for out 
Acteptanoe with God: But, (with the wiſe 
Apoſtle) + what 'Things (or good Works we 
once thought) were Gain to = (or ſuch; as 
we hoped to gain Heaven by) thoſe let u 
count Lot for Cbrii. Yea let 1s count them 
but Dung, i bat ue may win Chriſt; and be 
found in him, not — 34. bur own Righteouſneſs, 
which rs of (Works done in Obedience to) the 
Law, -but THAT (that Righteouſneſs): which 
is through! the Faith of Cbriſt, (i. e. through 
Faith in the Blood of Chtiſt, even) ebe Rigi. 
teouſneſs which is (the free Gift) G . 
Faith, in the Death of his Son. 
; This the Holy Gb ſpeaks to you and me, 
-in the third Chapter of St. Pauls Epi tothe 
f . Philippians; Which Chapter Trecommend to * 
your ſerious Peruſal,” at your Leiſſure- baursʒ 
not doubting, if you read it as po. 
(God, by his Spirit, being yout Helper) but 
| you will there find, the fame High-road, which 
| our Church (in many Parts'of her Conſtitution) 
| points out to us, as the old Path, the good Way, 
; that will ſafely lead our Souls to their æternal 
Reft, via. To renounce our Righteouſneſs, the 
beſt of our Performances (even the moſt pro- 
() Article 31th,” (5) Mal K. 24 (c) Epbaſiiih, 100 
1150 * C2 fuſe. 
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« 36 ) | 
| fuſe Alus giving). not in Reſpect of Duty, 


2 in Point of Merit; and to look upon them | 
as only the:bleſſed Effects, of a true ſaving In- 


tereſt in the Death of Chr. but in no 
Shape whatever, as any the 4e Cauſe; of our 
Juſtification, or Acceptance before God. No, 


no, Chrift is the Way, the goodold Way, where- 


in to find Acceptance with God, and Faitb 
in bis PRECIOUS Blood, is the only Path, in 


which you and I can travel to eternal Ref. 


And Brethren—-Is eternal Roi ſo trifling 
an Affair, 88 not to be worth our moſt /er:ous 
Enquiry, beter or no, we are in the direct 
Road that leads thereto.? For God's Sake then, 


for out on Soul's Sake, let us take Heed, and 


beware of that ni fatal, ſelfepleafing Path, 
which leads us out to a Confidence in Fleſh, to 
a blind. Truſt in our on (at beſt but imper- 
fe&)i Perſamances. Let us walk no longer 


in ſo danger uur a Path; but let us „and in the 


Mays of our many Wants, and ſee what poor 
helpleſs ſecure; Creatures we have (ſome of 


us) ee been z that, by God's Grace, it 


may cauſe us to aſt for the vid Paths of Hu- 


mility, and Self- abaſement, -where is the good 


Way of AITH-IN CHRIS r, | wherein we 


4 may walk, and find Reſt for our Souls. . 


Then, being thus ſtript of Self, W no 
Confilinite-i in the Fleſh, we ſhall go out to Chriſt, 
to ſeek to his BLOOD, for the Forgiveneſs of 
our Sins. And — being ſen/ibly convinc'd, of 
rt | 2 35 


(37) 


our great Unworthineſs, what vile polluted " | 


tures we are ( ourſelves) in the Sight of a 
pure and holy God; as alſo, what poor belp- 
leſs Wretches we are; Oh! how acc 
will the R:ghteouſneſs of Chriſt be to us! How 
precious his BLOOD | we-ſhall then long for 


an Intereſt- in that Sau- cleaning, Heart- 


changing Stream, - panting—thirſting—for-the 


Comfort of his Love. We ſhall then, no 
more deny the Inſpiration of the Holy, Spirit, 


but will be glad to ſeek to him, for his kind 

Aſiftance, counting it the greateſt Fare 
to have our Lives directed by him. 
Alas! alas! ee we? We know 

not what to pray for as we ought (a]. Helpleſs 


the Mercy of God the Holy Got, who, by his 
Influence upon our Souls, is pleas d to male 


Interceſſion for us (tho' at ſome Times it is) 20th 


Groanings, which cannot be uttered (6% Oh 
tis he who teaches us to cry unto our God, 
Abba, Father (c). If we can ſubmit our- 
ſelves to his Guidance and Direction, he will 


ſtrengthen our Faith, and give Wings to our 


Hope; he will bleſs us with Foretaſtes of re- 


dieeming Love, by ſhedding it abroad in our Hearts 


as the GIFT of GOD (d); and will cauſe us 


to %, . in n our Lord J 7 efus 


(a b) Rom. viii. 26. (e) Doo vill. 15. (4) Rom 
v. 5. a 


Creatures indeca— But, for ever bleſſed be 


3 

N i . Feen we have Redemption through 

bis Blood, the Forgroentfs of Sims (Fj - ' 0: 

Chear up then Brethren,” you who go 
mourning for your Sins; For what is it, 
that ſuck Help cannot do for us? Bleſſed be 
God; in all Things it makes us more than Con- 
querors through bim that loved us (g). It raiſes 
us above the World, not dreading the Fromm, 
nor courting the Smiles, of, any Man; It opens 
a Way to eſcape all Dangers, and makes us 
full Proof againſt the moſt cruel Mockings ; Tt 
keeps us humble in Proſperity, and makes us 
chearfully reſign'd in Adverfity ; It ſeaſons our 
Health with Holineſs and Purity, in Sickneſs 
it makes our Bed; and—at 'Death—who— 
oh! who—can expreſs the Joy, and Comfort, 
it will then be to our'departing' Souls! Be not 
afraid then, O en of little Paith, but bid 
Death «velcome, for, our Fefus is the Lamb that 
2oas lain, and has redeemed us to God, by his 
BLOOD (ö). See- ſee—He is entered into 
Herven before us, (i) to prepare a Place for us 
te); Oh! what do we ſee—in yonder Regi- 
ons above! Behold a CROWN {(/)—PALMS 
—2nd—WHITE ROBES (m). Bleflings in- 
deed—and—2ll of them in Reyerſion—for 
you, na me. 5 8 
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(e) Rom, v. 11. Epbeſ. U 7 7. 25 Fa viii, 37 

Y Rev. v. 9. (4) J. vi. 20. (#4). ow xiv. * 
0 25 li. 1o. (m) Rev, vii, g. ] 

God 


FRM 0 3900 | 

Gad grant that nanr here may ard ve 
this Happineſs ; but that we, and all other. 
aun Felewdreatoces; may be counted w 
N them for the aldns Sub, and throngft the 
all-ſufficient.' Merits off the fame onee bieeding, 
but now highly « exalted JESUS. 


To Whom; with the Pather, and 18 Holy 
Gb, THREE PERSONS, yer ONE GOD, 
be aſcrib'd as is moſt ay due, all Honour, 
Power, Praiſe, Migbr, Majeſty, and We ni] 
now, _ evermore. R 

7 „Fim 
0 Aim ghey God, ho 0. trated th 
holy Church with the heavenly Doctrine of thy 
| (Servants) (a), Grant that h Church being 
| alway preſerved'from' falſe Apoſtles, may be or- 
dier d and guided by faithful and true Paſtors (5). 

(And) give us Grace, that being, not like Chil- 
dren carried away with every Blaſt of vain 
Doctrine, 208 may be eſtabliſhed in the Truth of - 
thy holy Goſpel (c); (and may) PERFECT- 
LY #now thy 8 Son Jeſus Chriſt fo be the Way, 
the Truth, and the Liſt (d. Make (alſo) we 
beſtech thee (O Lord) a Biſhops and Paſtors 
diligently to preach thy holy Word; and the 
People obediently to follow the ſams, that (we) 
may (All of us) receive the Crown of everlaſt- 


+ (a) Colle for Saint Mark. (b) Colle for Saint Mat- 
thias. (e) Collect for Saint Mark, (d) Colle for Saint 
290 6 and James. 


Do Mar 


** + 9 


FF 

2 through * Chriſt our Lord · 

Amen. (e) n f 1 15 9 

= May the Grace: of cur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
| and the Love of God, and the Fellowſhip of the | 

| Holy Ghoſt be mib us al evermore. . 
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